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Greetings! Welcome to the second 
issue of ZiMining, an exclusively 
mining e-magazine.

We are still in our baby steps since the 
magazine launched in August, however, we 
strive to continue giving you relevant and 
engaging mining news for your reading 
pleasure.

The mining industry is no ordinary sector 
in Zimbabwe as it accounts for more than 
65% of the country’s export receipts, 
translating to a 12% contribution to the 
fiscal revenue.

Despite the soaring unemployment rate 
in the southern African nation, the mining 
industry employs more than a million 
workers. Thus, the contribution of mining 
to the economy, and livelihoods of people 
cannot be over emphasised.

In this September issue, the formalisation 
of the artisanal and small scale mining 
operations comes under a microscopic 
view. Calls are getting louder for the 
government to take swift action to 
formalise the sector.   Political players and 
industry leaders seem to be singing from 
the same hymn book about the plight of 

the long marginalised artisanal and small 
scale miners.

So, sit back and relax as we unpack to you 
this and other stories in this issue.

Lastly, and certainly not the least, ZiMining 
pays homage to corporates and individuals 
who believed in our vision from the 
onset and supported the magazine. For  
corporates, SME’s and individuals that 
haven’t come through, it ’s never too late.

Stay blessed, as you read and reflect.

                         Thomas

Follow us on
 
           ZiMining                @ZiMining 
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From 10-11 September 2019, mining 
stakeholders will gather in Gweru for the 
Zimbabwe Miners Federation (ZMF) Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) and the Inaugural 
Conference and Exhibitions.
This is a perfect opportunity for artisanal, small scale 
and large scale miners and key stakeholders to tackle 
head on pertinent issues that affect the mining sector. 
Thorny issues such as replacing the archaic Mines 
and Minerals Act of 1961 and the formalisation of the 
operations of the artisanal miners should be on top of 
the agenda, as the various stakeholders gather at the 
Gweru Business Convention Centre. 
Indeed, the ZFM AGM should not be a mere talk show , 
where the who’s and who’s of the mining sector make 
power point presentations, have tea and biscuits 
and expensive luncheons without deliberating on 
important issues and also proffering solutions for 
the betterment of the industry. One such issue, is the 
replacement of the old Mines and Minerals Act.
It boggles the mind why successive ministers of mines 
have taken a lethargic approach in tabling before 
Parliament the Mines and Minerals Bill since it was 
drafted in 2007. Shockingly, the Mines and Minerals 
Act was last amended in 1975, having come into law 
in 1961!
Some of the challenges that the artisanal miners face 
today can be traced back to the moribund Mines and 
Minerals Act of 1961. Under the archaic Act, Jabusile 
Shumba of Transparency Zimbabwe International, 
notes with concern that the Act criminalises and 
hinders the formalisation of artisanal and small scale 
mining. Ironically, it is the artisanal miners who 
contribute the bulk of gold deposited with the Fidelity 
Printers and Refiners (FPR).
Farai Maguwu of the Centre for Natural Resource 
Governance (CNGR), contends that the outdated 
Mines and Minerals Act stands out as a major source 
of conflict in the mining industry. Maguwu cites the 
lack of compensation for victims after being displaced 
in the event of communal land being taken over 
for mining purposes. Instead, it is the Rural District 
Council that gets compensated, and not the affected 

residents. These are some of the things that should be 
at the heart of the ZFM AGM.
However, it is refreshing to note that the current 
Minister of Mines and Mining Development, Winston 
Chitando has promised to walk the talk and present to 
Parliament the Mines and Minerals Bill.

Also, the two day ZFM AGM cannot conclude without 
addressing the plight of artisanal and small scale 
miners , who are the goose of the mining industry 
that lay the golden eggs. Last year, they delivered 22 
tonnes out of a total 34 tonnes the country recorded. 
Unfortunately, their operations are still to be fully 
formalised and also not aligned to the mainstream 
economy.

It is a good start for the government to acknowledge 
that artisanal and small scale miners have been for 
long disenfranchised due to the stigmatisation of 
their operations, hence the need to formalise their 
operations.

The way forward is for all mining stakeholders who 
will meet in Gweru to walk the talk of transforming the 
mining industry and making it a multi billion industry 
as envisaged by the Minister of Finance, Professor 
Mthuli Ncube. Resolutions should be followed up 
with prompt action, and evaluation made to check for 
progress.

“Zimbabwe is a potentially rich country. Its greatest 
strength or asset is human capital 
and its natural environment. We need to combine the 
two to transform” Dr John
Mangudya 2016 Monetary Policy Statement (MPS).

EDITORIAL COMMENT
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BY THEMBELANI MOYO
ZIMINING NEWS EDITOR

T otal mineral 
production in the 
second quarter of 
2019 took a knock, 

against crippling power cuts 
and a shortage of foreign 
currency, the Minister of 
Finance and Economic 
Development Professor Mthuli 
Ncube has said.
Professor Ncube said this while 
presenting the 2019 Mid- Year 
Budget Review and Supplementary 
Budget in Parliament on 1 August 
2019.
The slump in production is hard 
on the heels of a first quarter that 
showed signs of recovery.
“The sector, which experienced 
recovery during the first quarter of 
2019, apparently faced headwinds 
during the second quarter, as 
evidenced by output losses in 
most major minerals such as gold, 
platinum, palladium, diamonds, 
nickel, chrome and coal. The major 
constraints are being imposed by 
foreign currency shortages and 
the intermittent electricity supply,” 
said Professor Ncube.
Gold is Zimbabwe’s single largest 
export earner, and has had it’s 
output on the decline as a result 
of electricity shortages, scarce 
foreign currency and lack of 
investment.
In 2018, Rio Zim recorded a 13% 
drop in gold output after reportedly 
going for two months without 
production due to the shortage of 
foreign currency.

Furthermore, gold mines in 
Zimbabwe find themselves in 
dire straits, as they rely on the 
unreliable national grid for power.
However, Reuters reports that 
Platinum mining companies are 
cushioning their production from 
power cuts by importing power.
Zimbabwe is experiencing its 

worst power crisis in three years.
Professor Mthuli Ncube said 
drought has reduced hydro-
electric generation at Karina 
Dam, reducing power supply to 
unsustainable levels, resulting in 
the nightmarish power cuts.
The Zimbabwe Electricity Supply 
Authority (ZESA) Holdings chief 
executive officer, Engineer Patrick 
Chivaura was recently quoted in 
state media saying Zesa had paid 
part of the money it owes to Eskom 
of South Africa. He expressed 
confidence that power imports 
from Eskom will resume soon.
Engineer Chivaura added that 
Zesa would be engaging Hydro-
Cahora Bassa of Mozambique to 
also pay off its debt.
Meanwhile, Professor Ncube says 
the government is mulling making 
the mining sector a US12 billion 
industry by 2023.
“Government will, therefore, in 
the second half of the year unveil 
a comprehensive strategy and 
roadmap towards a US$12 billion 
mining industry by 2023. The  
attainment of this milestone is not 
an event but a process, which is 
well underway with concrete start-
ups and expansion of projects 
in a number of minerals…” said 
Professor Ncube.
Mining is the major source of 
export receipts in Zimbabwe, 
contributing US 1,3 billion of the 
US 1,9 billion the country earned 
in exports during the first half of 
2019. 
moyo.thembelani@yahoo.com 

MINERAL PRODUCTION SLUMPS 
IN Q2: MINISTER NCUBE

“The sector, which 
experienced recovery during 

the first quarter of 2019, 
apparently faced headwinds 

during the second quarter, as 
evidenced by output losses 

in most major minerals such 
as gold, platinum, palladium, 

diamonds, 
nickel, chrome and coal. 

The major constraints are 
being imposed by foreign 

currency shortages and 
the intermittent electricity 

supply,”
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the Transitional Stabilisation 
Programme (TSP), which seeks 
to put the economy on a recovery 
path through enhanced mineral 
exploration, opening of new mines, 
re-opening of closed mines, 
increased capacity utilisation, 
mine expansion programmes, 
local beneficiation and value 
addition and inclusive growth of all 
sectors of the economy.
“The government of Zimbabwe 
is working on ensuring that the 
mining sector generates a revenue 
of $12 billion by 2023. This will be 
an immense contribution towards 
the country attaining the upper 
middle income economy status by 
2030.
“Government is, therefore, putting 
strategies that leverage on a viable 
and sustainable mining sector in 
order to achieve these important 
milestones,” he said.
Some big mining companies 
stand accused of holding on to 
mining locations for speculative 
purposes.
thomas.chidamba@zimining.co.zw

BY THOMAS CHIDAMBA

G OVERNMENT will 
not back track on 
the Use it or Lose 
it principle for 

mining claims not utilised and 
are suspected to be held for 
speculative purposes.
Deputy Minister of Mines and 
Mining Development, Polite 
Kambamura said Government 
will recover all unutilised mining 
locations in a bid to open up 
ground to new investors.
He said that government has the 
right to repossess unused mining 
locations.
“As you may be aware, in 
Zimbabwe, mineral rights are 
vested in the state and are issued 
to title holders on a ‘lease basis’ 
with a purpose to work on the 
assets and ensure that the country 
benefits from mineral endowments.
“Consequently, implementation of 
the ‘Use it or Lose it’ principle, will 
ensure that government recovers 
unutilised mining locations, thus 
opening ground to serious investors 
who will not hold the mining titles 
for speculative purposes, but put it 
to productive use for the benefit of 
all Zimbabweans,” he said.
Deputy Minister Kambamura said 
that the implementation of ‘Use it 
or Lose it’ principle will contribute 

significantly to the attainment of 
the targeted upper middle income 
economy by 2030.
“Enforcement of the ‘Use it or 
Lose it’ principle is expected to 
contribute significantly toward 
attaining milestones set out in 

No going back on 
‘Use it or Lose it’: 
Deputy Minister

“Enforcement of the ‘Use it or Lose it’ principle is expected 
to contribute significantly toward attaining milestones 

set out in the Transitional Stabilisation Programme (TSP), 
which seeks to put the economy on a recovery path through 

enhanced mineral exploration, opening of new mines, re-
opening of closed mines, increased capacity utilisation, 

mine expansion programmes, local beneficiation and value 
addition and inclusive growth of all sectors of the economy.
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BY THOMAS CHIDAMBA

M ore than US$32 
million is 
required for the 
rehabilitation of 

four decommissioned mines, 
ZiMining can reveal.
According to the Environmental 
Management Agency (EMA),  
US$32 million is required for the 
rehabilitation of Boss, Venice, 
Mhangura and Alaska Mines.
US$5,7 million is required for 
rehabilitation of Boss Mine in 
Masvingo.
The mine has open cast pits that 
are water filled, posing threats to 
communities and livestock.
The easy access to pits that has 
also resulted in loss of aesthetic 
value in land.
Venice Mine in Mashonaland 

West require US$10 million to 
rehabilitate the mine that has been 
affected by illegal mining by illegal 
panners and aesthetic value loss 
from tailings.
Mhangura mine is affected by 
underground water contamination, 

US$32m for rehabilitation 
of 4 decommissioned mines

abandoned open shafts & 
this requires US$8,7 million to 
rehabilitate.
Alaska Mine in Mashonaland 
West requires US$ 7, 6 million 
to rehabilitate the mine from 
underground water contamination 
as a result of the tailings and 
mining operations.
Recently, Deputy Minister of Mines 
and Mining Development Polite 
Kambamura said Government 
was working flat out to resuscitate 
decommissioned mines.
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Zimbabwe Miners Federation AGM: 
Small scale miners on the spotlight

A ll eyes will be set 
on the Zimbabwe 
Miners Federation 
(ZMF) Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) 
and Inaugural Conference 
and Exhibition, from 10-11 
September in Gweru to see 
how mining stakeholders 
intend to align Artisanal and 
Small Scale Miners (ASM) in 
the mainstream economy.
As the artisanal and small scale 
miners, service providers, 
stakeholders, policymakers and 
Chamber of Mines converge at 
the Gweru Business Convention 
Centre, the venue of the ZMF 
AGM and Exhibition Conference, 
they will all be aiming at 
“Revolutionising the ASM sector 
through formalisation.”

The ASM sector has been a major 
contributor to the country’s total 
gold output, yet their operations 
have long been stigmatised 
and largely viewed as informal. 
According to Fidelity Printers and 
Refiners (FPR), the ASM sector 
in 2018 produced 22 tonnes out 
of the total 34 tonnes produced, 
representing a 65% contribution.

“The government 
acknowledges that the 

ASM sector has for long 
been disenfranchised due 
to stigmatisation of their 

operations, hence the 
need to align them in the 

mainstream economy,” reads 
a statement from ZMF.

It is against this background 
that the conference speakers, 
who will include industry leaders 
and experts will provide new 
perspectives on main issues and 
concerns affecting the artisanal 
and small mining sector. The 
speakers will also share cutting 
edge content and insights on the 
mining landscape.
“ZMF and FPR has designed ZMF/
FPR identification card that should 
assist as part of the formalization 
exercise of which the artisanal 
miners can sell the gold they would 
have extracted at FPR mobile 
gold buying units and Centres, 
FPR gold buying agents and ZMF 
Gold Buying Centres. ZMF has 
also entered into partnerships 
with financiers/investors to boost 
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ASM extractive and processing 
operations,” says ZMF.
The ZMF AGM and the Inaugural 
ZMF Conference and Exhibition 
series is Zimbabwe’s premium 
artisanal and small mining 
investment platform.
“It has full participation of over 
fifty affiliate associations, both 
at district and regional level, 
individual artisanal and small 
scale miners (and) financiers...” 
adds ZMF.
This year’s AGM will be held in 
collaboration with the Ministry of 
Mines and Mining Development. 
Speakers with be drawn from the 
Ministries of mines, finance and 
energy as well as from Fidelity 
Printers and Refiners, Chamber of 

Mines and the Minerals Marketing 
Corporation of Zimbabwe.
Meanwhile, the exhibition is an 
opportunity for the ASM sector 
to network and meet buyers and 

decision makers from the mining 
industry. Also, it is a chance 
to engage with manufacturers, 
distributors and suppliers.
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BY THOMAS CHIDAMBA, 

A rtisanal miners have 
destroyed part of 
the Shavarunzvi 
shrine of Mbuya 

Nehanda in Mazowe and 
exposed ancient skeletons 
rested in the mountain 
through illegal mining 
activities.
ZiMining has it on good authority 
that artisanal miners, popularly 
known as makorokoza, have 
ravaged the traditional shrine 

and blasted a cave that housed 
skeletons suspected to be of the 
18th and 19th centuries exposing 
them.
Shavarunzvi was declared a shrine 
by the National Museums and 
Monuments of Zimbabwe (NMMZ) 
in honour of spirit medium, Mbuya 
Nehanda who resided in the area.
The shrine is in the custody of the 
Hwata clan community.
Recently ,President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa urged miners to 
respect sacred places in the 

country.
Speaking in Domboshava last 
week during a clean up campaign 
exercise, President Mnangagwa 
promised to stop mining activities 
by a Chinese company that are 
now encroaching into sacred 
areas.
He also added that these sacred 
places are important to country’s 
culture and heritage.
A community leader of the Hwata 
Trust, Mr Clever Goredema, in an 
interview with ZiMining expressed 
concern over the illegal mining 
activities by artisanal miners who 
have invaded the shrine.
Mr Goredema said the existence of 
the shrine is now under threat from 
artisanal miners and as community 
leaders, they are battling to control 
them.
“We have a problem of makorokoza 
who have invaded the Shavarunzvi 
mountain which is a national shrine 
of Mbuya Nehanda.
“These people (artisanal miners) 

Artisanal miners temper 
with Nehanda shrine, 
expose ancient skeletons
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have no respect for our culture 
and what we consider sacred. 
Imagine they have blasted a cave 
were our ancestors are resting. 
This is shocking to say the least. 
It’s a taboo!
“We have tried everything within 
our powers to stop them from 
mining on the mountain but to no 
avail. We now require assistance 
from the high offices to curb the 
illegal mining activities happening 
in our shrine,” he said.
Mazowe is known for it’s rich gold 
fields and artisanal miners flock 
the area in search of gold.
However, artisanal miners play 
a cat and mouse game with the 
police to evade arrest
A number of artisanal miners are 
reported to have been trapped 
underground by collapsing shafts 

in the Mazowe area.
During the early days of resistance 
against the settler regime in the 
1890s, Mazowe was the hot bed 
of politics.
It was in Mazowe where the first 
chimurenga was launched.
Subsequently, Mbuya Nehanda 
and Sekuru Kaguvi were 
sentenced to death by the colonial 
government for their role in the first 
chimurenga.

“We have a problem of 
makorokoza who have 

invaded the Shavarunzvi 
mountain which is a national 

shrine of Mbuya Nehanda.
“These people (artisanal 

miners) have no respect for 
our culture and what we 
consider sacred. Imagine 

they have blasted a cave were 
our ancestors are resting. 
This is shocking to say the 

least. It’s a taboo!
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BY MELODY SHUMBA

T he Zimbabwe 
Diamond Education 
College (ZDEC) 
has brought some 

impetus in the value addition 
of the gem stones.
ZDEC was established in 2010, 
and is accredited by the Mining 
Qualifications Authority, as well 
as the Education and Training 
Qualification Authority as a service 
provider for the diamond industry.
Some of the courses offered by 
ZDEC include Rough Diamond 
Evaluation and Grading as well as 
Polishing and Cutting.
The Rough Diamond Evaluation 
and Grading course is done over 
4 weeks, while the Polishing and 
Cutting is done over 6 months.
ZDEC offers qualify training that is 
recognised worldwide.
“The College provides all the 
necessary knowledge to enter the 
Diamond industry.

“ZDEC ensures that students 
receive quality training that 
is recognised by educational 
authorities.
“In addition to its facilities, the 
Diamond Education College 
was instrumental in defining the 
unit standards for evaluating 
proficiency in the various aspects 
of the Diamond Industry.”
Many of the educational manuals 
used for training were developed 
by Tinie Barnes.
Barnes, the founder of rough 
evaluation courses worldwide, 

is internationally renowned and 
famous for his professionalism, 
unsurpassed knowledge of 
diamonds and Diamond industry.

Zim Diamond College, 
a polished gem
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Formalise artisanal mining: 
Senator Shoko

BY THOMAS CHIDAMBA

B ulawayo 
Metropolitan 
Senator, Gideon 
Shoko has urged 

Government to formalise 
artisanal mining in a bid 
to curb environmental 
degradation and loss of 
lives.
Contributing to the debate on 
Protection of the Environment 
in the Upper House recently, 
Senator Shoko said artisanal 
miners were destroying the 
environment.
Senator Shoko said while it 
is known that there is a high 
unemployment rate in the 
country, and that artisanal miners 
contribute gold to Government 

through Fidelity Printers, there is 
need to protect the environment 
for future generations.
“The artisanal miners go out 
there and start cutting trees and 
start digging, and when they 
leave that place, they leave it 
unprotected because there are 
big holes that they would have 
dug.
“This act on its own is even 
dangerous to human beings and 
animals that we rear.
“That on its own is another 
terrible situation that happens 
when the environment is grossly 
degraded,” he said.
Senator Shoko said it is 
understood that artisanal miners 
want to eke out a living out of 
mining, but their safety is also 

important.
“I understand why they are 
doing that because there is 
unemployment.
“Therefore, they have to eke 
out a living, but we then need 
to balance the situation with the 
care of the environment.
“If you want them to continue 
doing it (mining), we have 
to bring them into the formal 
sector and discuss with them 
issues of safety.“Besides the 
safety that I am talking about, 
the safety for themselves is also 
not very adequate, because 
sometimes we have heard that 
a lot of people perished in these 
particular holes where they go,” 
he said.
Mashonaland West Senator 
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Joseph Chirongoma weighed in 
saying that artisanal miners were 
contributing to river siltation.
“Of course they contribute to the 
economy by bringing in money 
to Government, but they destroy 
the environment because they 
leave holes uncovered.
“After digging they look for where 
there is water to wash their gold 
ore.
“They say there is a relationship 
between their digging and water. 
They wash their gold ore in rivers 
until some rivers get silted and 
no longer carry or store water,” 
he said.
Senator Chirongoma urged 
Government to enact laws that 
protects rivers from artisanal 

miners.
“I suggest that the Government 
enacts very strong laws that 
prohibit washing of gold ore in 
those rivers because human 
beings, domestic animals and 
other animals no longer have 
access to water,” he said.
Section 73 of the Constitution 
obligates the State to protect 
the environment for the 
benefit of present and future 
generations through reasonable 
legislative and other measures 
that prevent pollution and 
ecological degradation, 
promote conservation and 
secure ecologically sustainable 
development and use of natural 
resources.

“If you want them to 
continue doing it (mining), 

we have to bring them 
into the formal sector and 

discuss with them issues of 
safety.“Besides the safety 

that I am talking about, 
the safety for themselves 
is also not very adequate, 

because sometimes we have 
heard that a lot of people 

perished in these particular 
holes where they go,”
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BY NYASHA MUTENA, 
ZIMINING REPORTER

G overnment is 
drafting a chrome 
policy that will 
cater for small 

scale miners who are being 
neglected by the current 
policy, Deputy Minister 
of Mines and Mining 
Development Honourable 
Polite Kambamura has said.
Zimbabwe boasts of an abundance 
of chrome deposits but small scale 
miners have been elbowed out of 
mining by the present policy.
Speaking during a Chrome all 
stakeholders consultative meeting, 
Deputy Minister Kambamura said 
it was high time for small scale 
miners to play a crucial role in 
chrome mining.
“Zimbabwe has the 2nd largest 
chrome deposit in the world, we 
are planning on how much each 
mineral can contribute to the GDP-
2023.
“As we are currently drafting the 
chrome policy we want to assure 
small scale chrome suppliers that it 
will cater for them as well because 
they are being neglected,” said 
Hon Kambamura.
Speaking on the same event, 
Mr Tongai Muzenda the General 
Manager of Minerals Marketing 
Corporation of Zimbabwe urged 
miners and suppliers to shun 
corruption in their trading.
He said there was an urgent need 
to minimize the opportunities 

of underhand dealings in the 
mining industry because they are 
detrimental to the country.
“I encourage all stakeholders to 
be clean, efficient and ethical in all 
their handlings, ” he said.
Zimbabwe Miners Federation 
President Ms Henrietta Rushwaya 
decried the low pricing of chrome 
by predatory buyers.
“You will find that predatory buyers 
are rampant on the Great Dyke 
which compromises the prices 
because you cannot expect to get 
good quality chrome at a very low 
price hence these buyers end up 
getting rocks which will not fetch 
them much because at the end 
of the day our miners need to 
survive,” said Ms Rushwaya.
Chairman of the Confederation 
of Ferrochrome Industries of 

Zimbabwe Mr John Musekiwa 
lamented the load shedding of 
electricity saying it is crippling the 
ferrochrome industry. 
He said the country being 
landlocked it is very expensive and 
difficult to transport ferrochrome.
“Our country is landlocked 
therefore transporting ferrochrome 
becomes very expensive because 
usually our suppliers hire trucks 
which normally charge per hour,” 
he said.
Zimbabwe has a total of 14 chrome 
smelters.
Recently, Mines and Mining 
Development Minister Winston 
Chitando urged small scale 
chrome miners to double their 
production if they are to fully utilise 
the 1billion stainless steel plant to 
be set up by a Chinese investor. 

Govt drafts policy for small 
scale chrome miners
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BY THOMAS CHIDAMBA

P latinum mining 
giant, Mimosa, 
has changed the 
narrative of different 

communities through their 
various social responsibility 
interventions that have seen 
different communities and 
organisations benefiting.
Through their social responsibility 
interventions, Mimosa, has 
ploughed back to various schools, 
health institutions, empowered 
small scale miners, and assisted 
in the conservation of environment 
and provision of potable water and 
sanitation.
Mimosa’s vision is to uplift society 

by investing beyond mining 
through engaging in corporate 
social responsibility programmes.
“Mimosa corporate social 
responsibility programmes started 
to take a strategic perspective in 
the 1990s. Since then, we have 
employed a profound history of 
partnerships with communities 
through our vibrant corporate 
social responsibility policy.
“Under this policy, numerous local 
and national community projects 
have been founded in key utilities 
such as education, health, the 
environment, infrastructure and 
provision of clean water.
“Mimosa is cognisant of the finite 
nature of the mineral resource it 

exploits, and thus, we desire to 
establish sustainable projects that 
will last long after platinum mines 
are exhausted. 
“This thrust, underpinned by our 
vision of investing beyond mining, 
has seen us engage in a number 
of projects across sectors,” said 
the company.
Mimosa constructed and 
commissioned a new classroom 
block at Mtshingwe Primary 
School in Zvishavane.
Before Mimosa’s intervention, 
pupils at Mtshingwe Primary 
School used to learn in thatched 
pole and dagga makeshift 
classrooms.
The timely intervention helped 

Mimosa commits to social 
responsibility interventions

To Page 24
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the school to improve, not only its 
aesthetic outlook, but even pass 
rate, which rose from 5% to 89%.
Also, Mimosa constructed 
two classroom blocks, an 
administration block, donated 
text books, furniture and installed 
a water reticulation system at 
Mkwidzi Secondary School.
Mimosa has also improved the 
infrastructure at Zimbabwe School 
of Mines, University of Zimbabwe, 
Midlands State University, Great 
Zimbabwe University, Zvishavane 
Vacational Training Centre, 
Shabani Primary School, Wedza 
Primary, Makwasha Primary, 
Dadaya Primary and Riverton 
Academy.
“As an organisation that firmly 
believes in education being 
the underpinning factor of any 
real economic growth, we have 

actively participated in the 
construction and refurbishment 
of several primary and secondary 
schools countrywide using mostly 
indigenous suppliers.
“Over and above, programmes 
targeted at primary and secondary 
education, Mimosa participates 
in institutional development 
through supporting various tertiary 
establishment.
“Support rendered has been in the 
form of adminstrative equipment, 
learning aids, comprehensive 
scholarship programmes, as well 
as infrastructural development,” 
added the platinum mining 
company.
Mimosa also refurbished and 
donated laundry, as well as other 
health care equipment at Harare 
Central Hospital, Chitungwiza 
Hospital, Mpilo Hospital, 

Ingutsheni Psychiatric Hospital, 
Mhondongori Clinic and Matenda 
Clinic.
“Envisioning a healthy nation, 
Mimosa priorities health 
intervention, as it is a vital sector in 
our economy.
“It is an important line item on the 
world human development index 
against which a country’s well 
being is judged.
“Investments include the provision 
of equipment, refurbishment 
of institutions at both national 
and local level, as well as the 
running of an on going wellness 
programme which benefits our 
employees, their families and 
entire community.”
At Harare Central Hospital, 
Mimosa refurbished the nurses’ 
accommodation facilities, 
purchased laundry equipment 

From Page 20

To Page 26
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and furniture.
Mimosa constructed a state of the 
art mortuary, complete with the 
requisite equipment, refurbished 
the maternity, children, male 
and female wards, purchased 
industrial washing machines, as 
well as refurbished nurses living 
quarters at Zvishavane District 
Hospital.
At St Giles Centre, Mimosa 
refurbished the laundry room and 
wards, and donated equipment for 
use in rehabilitation.
St Giles’ importance to the 
wellbeing of the nation cannot be 
overemphasised.
“Its work of rehabilitating the 
handicapped by assisting post 
stroke, major accident or brain 
injury patients to regain their motor 
skills and use of limbs that would 
have been rendered inactive, 
requires specialised rehabilitation.
“Through our long standing 
relationship with St Giles, we 
have, over the years, presided 
over a number of projects at the 
institution.”
Mimosa sponsored the first 

renal transplantation programme 
in Zimbabwe and is currently 
sponsoring the training of experts 
at Chitungwiza hospital.
“By being involved in this medical 
milestone, it is our hope many 
patients with renal failure will get 
the required treatment.”
Also, Mimosa has been at the 
forefront in the campaign for 
preservation of the environment, 
and provision of clean water and 
sanitation.
In 2012, Mimosa launched the ‘Let’s 
Go Zero safety/ Environmental’ 
campaign aimed at mobilising 
stakeholder support on the basis 
of shared local national goals.
In combating widespread 
deforestation, Mimosa, in 
collaboration with Friends of 
the Environment, Environmental 
Management Authority (EMA) 
and the  Forestry Commission, 
established a nursery, which acts 
as a referral for seedlings and 
creating a culture of planting trees 
at Mtshingwe Primary School.
“Widespread deforestation 
had turned out to be the chief 

ecological tragedy of all times, and 
Zimbabwe has not been spared.
“The nursery produces seedlings, 
which then serve as a referral 
point for all tree, garden plants 
and herbs in the province, as well 
as knowledge dissemination to 
communities.
“The centre has cultivated a 
positive culture of the planting 
and conservation of trees in our 
communities, inline with Mimosa’s 
focus towards sustainable 
community projects, with a lasting 
legacy that will continue to be felt 
even when mineral resources are 
exhausted.
“Mimosa has also donated fruit 
trees for traditional leaders’ 
orchards in the local community. 
The initiative is aimed at enhancing 
food security and nutrition in local 
communities while also aiding 
in the aesthetic value of the 
environment.”
Mimosa also supports local small 
scale miners by supplying them 
with mining equipment.



27

September 2019



28

BY THOMAS CHIDAMBA 

P remier Service 
Medical Investments 
(PSMI),  is tapping 
into the mining sector 

with a myriad  of products 
and services meant to reduce 
concentration risk and boost 
productivity in mines.

The giant medical aid 
and health care provider said 
they will ensure that their 
involvement in mining will boost 
productivity because ‘a healthy 
employee is a productive one.’ 
PSMI Senior Manager Business 
Perfomance Measurement, Ms 
Polite Mugwagwa told an internal 
magazine, The Heartbeat, that they 

have rolled out various products 
and services for the mining sector. 
“The organisation is tapping into the 
mining sector, which is in fulfillment 
of one of its strategic imperative 
of Reducing Concentration Risk. 
“Mining accounts to 69% - 70% 
of Zimbabwe’s export earnings, 
according to the Reserve 
Bank of Zimbabwe (RBZ). 
“It is against this background 
that PSMI has invested in the 
mining sector so that it realises its 
capacity. As they say, a healthy 
employee is a productive one,”she 
said.

Ms Mugwagwa said PSMI 
will make sure that miners 
worry less about their health, 
and instead concentrate 

more on their productivity. 
“We are coming with various 
healthcare services so that 
miners will  worry less about their 
health, but focus more on their 
production. PSMI will fill in the 
gap to ensure that they (miners) 
are serviced, in as far as health 
care issues are concerned. 
“PSMI has a number of products 
for the mining sector which include 
mining googles, mining first aid 
training, and lung test for miners. 
“We are running with these 
products as we have embarked 
on a strategy to market these 
products to the miners, and 
ensure that we partner all mining 
companies in the provision 
of these services,” she said. 
PSMI won a gold medal award for 
their exhibition at Mine Entra 2019 
at the Zimbabwe International 
Trade Exhibition Centre in 
Bulawayo.

PSMI taps into mining 
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BY ERNEST K MANDO,  
MASVINGO. 

While there is an 
extensive influx 
and proliferation 
of artisanal or 

small scale gold miners who are 

resorting to the use of mercury in 
their gold processing operations, 
there are paltry efforts being 
made to protect the environment 
and safeguard human health 
against this harmful substance.
The excessive and persistent use 
of mercury by small scale miners in 
Zimbabwe has become worrisome 
to environmental scientists, 
researchers and the entire medical 
sphere, yet the government’s levity 
efforts have not fully bracketed this 
sector in its institutional and policy 
frameworks.
Artisanal miners often lack the 
capacity, funds, and incentives 

Mercury: A threat to the 
environment, public health

to adopt good mining practices, 
yet the ratifications of their mining 
activities to community health is 
neither adequately observed nor 
addressed. 
The use of mercury in small scale 
gold mining operations has some 
serious implications to the health 
of miners, and the surrounding 
communities. 
While mercury is an important 
raw material in gold processing in 
Zimbabwe, one may query on how 
it is handled thereafter, in the face 
of rampant illegal mining activities. 
One may also interrogate if the 
miners take precaution and apply 
health and safety measures, 
for instance, the use of proper 
protective equipment (PPE).
Small scale miners often use 
mercury to recover minute pieces 
of gold from the soil and sediments. 
Mercury and gold settle and combine 
together to form an amalgam, where 

MINING AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
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gold is later extracted by vaporizing 
the mercury. 
Although mercury is a naturally 
occurring element, it is highly 
toxic to humans, animals and the 
environment when not handled 
properly. 
Prolonged and high exposure to 
mercury inhalation and ingestion 
by living organisms damages the 
nervous, digestive and immune 
systems. 

Mercury can also pollute or 
contaminate water bodies, 
subsequently killing aquatic life 
such as fish. 
Exposure to mercury by pregnant 
women risk them giving birth to 
babies with congenital diseases.
It is against this background that 
researchers and environmentalists 
are concerned about mercury use 
in the ASGM sector, and are calling 
for a multi-sectorial approach that 

involves the government, civil 
society organisations, miners and 
communities to curb the problem. 
The government should urgently 
put in place health, safety and 
environmental (HSE) policies, 
particularly for small scale mining 
sector that help in addressing 
this health and environmental 
headache, at the same time 
promoting economic development.
Ernest is an environmentalist and OHS 

specialist who strongly advocates for 

environmental sustainability. He is a 

prominent researcher, educator and 

consultant in the foresaid areas and 

education. He is a PhD candidate in 

Environmental Management. 

For all your OHS, environmental and 

education matters/enquiries, contact him 

on +263-772244193, 735404802 or email- 

ernestkmando@gmail.com
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BY THOMAS CHIDAMBA 

S takeholders in 
the mining sector 
have called for the 
amendment of the 

archaic Mines and Minerals 
Act that was promulgated 
under the colonial period but, 
is still in use.

 
The Mines and Minerals Act 
was enacted in 1961 and 
was last amended in 1975. 
Successive ministers of Mines 
and Mining Development left 
office without tabling the Mines 
and Minerals Amendment 
Bill before Parliament. 
In 2007, a draft Mines and 
Minerals Amendment Bill was 
introduced, but it was never 
tabled before Parliament. 
This year, Mines and Mining 
Development Minister, Winston 
Chitando has promised that the 
draft Bill will be tabled in Parliament 
soon.

 
Jabusile Shumba of Transparency 
International Zimbabwe, said 
it was time for the Ministry of 
Mines and Mining Development 
to walk the talk on tabling the 
amendment Bill before Parliament.  
“The country’s principal legislation, 
the Mines and Minerals Act is 
far too outdated and needs to 
be reviewed, inline with regional 
and international best practices. 
“Although the government 
has announced intentions on 
many occasions, the Mines 
and Minerals Amendment 
Bill, remains elusive, and the 
consultation processes unclear.” 
Jabangwe said the inconsistencies 
within the Mines and Minerals Act 
was affecting artisanal miners. 
“Equally, the Mines and Minerals 

Amend archaic Mines and 
Minerals Act: Stakeholders

Act in its current form promotes 
informalisation and criminilisation 
of artisanal and small scale mining. 
“Artisanal miners in Zimbabwe 
have no official definition, other 
than that they are individuals and 
groups mining without permits. 
“The lack of a proper  definition has 
resulted in policy inconsistency 
over the recognition of artisanal and 
small scale miners, and growing 

informalisation,” Jabangwe said. 
Zimbabwe Environmental Lawyers 
Association’s Nyaradzo Mutonhori 
said that the current Mines 
and Minerals Act has several 
inadequacies, and fails to capture 
the new developing standards in 
the mining sector.

 
Therefore, Mutonhori said 
Amendment to the Act should 
address all inadequacies 
and be in sync  current 
international standards. 
“Inline with the spirit of the 
Constitution, the Act must 
capture values of transparency, 
honesty, cost effectiveness, 
and competitiveness in the 
negotiation and performance 
of, inter alia, concessions of 
minerals and other rights. 
“Further, it is aimed that the 

Bill should align with regional 
and international standards of 
maximizing the developmental 
outcomes of mineral resource 
exploitation by the development 
of tailored legislation that harness 
the country’s unique strengths. 
“Such regional and international 
standards are embodied in various 
instruments like the Southern 
Africa Resource Barometer and 
the Africa Mining Vision.

 
“These instruments prescribe the 
design of governance institutions 
that are legitimate, transparent, 
accountable and inclusive 
and fair, and that also, in turn, 
exhibit functional and structural 
integration, capacity and 
adaptability in the management of 
natural resources,” Mutonhori said. 
 
Farai Maguwu, of the Centre for 
Natural Resource Governance 
(CNRG) weighed in, saying 
that the colonial Mines and 
Minerals Act, stands out as 
the major source of conflict in 
Zimbabwe’s extractive sector. 
 
“Zimbabwe’s 1961 Mines and 
Minerals Act ( chapter 21:05), 
gives Mining companies the legal 
power to acquire mineral rights 
over agricultural land, and even 
in environmentally sensitive areas. 
“What is more alarming is that 
in the event of acquisition of 
communal lands to pave way 
for mining, it is the Rural District 
Counct, not the actual victims, 
who must be compansated. 
 
“This is the main reason why 
mining companies are displacing 
villagers without compensating 
them,” Maguwu said.
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AMANDA MAVHAZA

Stakeholders in the 
Artisanal and small 
scale mining (ASM) must 
work together to find 
sustainable solutions to 

the mercury crisis, and improve the 
livelihoods of artisanal and small 
scale miners, while significantly 
reducing their use of Mercury, a 
study has suggested.
According to the Pact’s 2014 study 
of the ASM sector, it noted that two in 
three of Zimbabwe’s 500 000 artisanal 
and small scale miners use mercury 
to extract gold from gold bearing 
rocks(ore) because it is cheap.
“Mercury is popular with miners 

because it is relatively cheap, readily 
available, easy to use and quite 
effective in extracting gold.”
Most of the mercury used in artisanal 
and small scale mining is lost into the 
environment, and According to the 
World Health Organisation mercury 
is one of the top 20 health hazards in 
Zimbabwe, and it is also hazardous 
to flora and fauna.
“ASM miners mix mercury with ore in 
a process that removes gold particles 
from the rocks and creates a mixture 
of mercury and gold called amalgam 
and the miners then burn the amalgam 
to vaporise the mercury and remain 
with gold, and some mercury escapes 
into the air as vapour, while some 

escapes into the soil and water, then 
some enters human bodies through 
the respiratory system and through 
the skin.”
Mercury has serious health impacts 
and most women miners are unaware 
of the hazards posed by mercury.
The effects of mercury on human 
health include damage to the 
nervous, reproductive, the immune, 
respiratory and digestive system, 
resulting in organ failure and death 
in some instances.
“Mercury poisoning can also affect 
unborn babies, who may then be 
born with neurological problems. 
Once mercury enters the body, it is 
nearly impossible to take poisoning 
very difficult. 
Pact’s scoping study found that one 
in ten miners have symptoms of 
mercury poisoning.”
Pact, in its 2014 Scoping Study found 
that 54% of ASM miners are unaware 
of the health impacts of mercury use. 
However, the prohibition of Mercury 
imports has not addressed the issue 
of Mercury use as tonnes of mercury 
are smuggled into the country 
annually, so it is difficult for authorities 
to monitor or control these illicit flows 
of mercury.
There is need for the State to 
develop legislation or regulations 
that domesticate the Minamata 
convention by reducing ASM-
related mercury emissions into the 
environment.
Also there is need for establishment 
of mechanism that can ensure 
coordination between key 
government departments that are 
critical to addressing the issue of 
mercury.
This could be an inter -ministerial 
unit comprising of the Ministry of 
Environment, Water and Climate, 
Ministry of Mines and Mining 
Development and the Ministry of 
Health and Child Care and the 
Environmental Management Agency.

Sustainable solutions to 
the mercury crisis needed
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BY THOMAS CHIDAMBA

T he Zimbabwe School of Mines (ZSM) 
has developed, and is offering 
various courses tailor made to 
benefit a number of sectors that 

have a bearing in the mining industry such 
as artisanal and small scale miners.
The courses are designed to equip artisanal 
and small scale miners with technical skills of 
mining at a small scale mining level, and proper 
management of mineral resources.
A statement from ZSM stated that the courses will 
provide hands on approaches to solving mining 
challenges and increasing the mineral extraction 
out put.
“Zimbabwe School of Mines is conducting 
artisanal and small scale mining training outreach 
programme in the six mining districts in Zimbabwe.
“ This programme is in line with the Government 
initiative to equip the miners, so as to increase 
production and application of safe mining method, 
“ reads the statement.
ZSM said their training facility is equipped with 
state of the art equipment to ensure hands on 
practitioners are produced.
Some of the courses on offer for artisanal and small 
scale miners include Certificate in Fundamentals 

School of Mines rolls out 
courses for artisanal, 

small scale miners

of Mining, Women in Mining and 
Advanced Certificate in Drilling 
and Blasting, Mine Machinery, 
Mine Development and 
Production, Mineral Processing 
and Fire Assaying.
ZSM ranks among the best mine 
training giants in the region, 
and boasts of both regional 
and internationally sought after 
graduates.
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The leading supplier of world class 
plastic pipe systems, Pro Plastics, has 
designed mine tuff PVC high Impact 
mine pipes that can withstand harsh 
mine working conditions.
Pro Plastics, ISO certified for Quality 
Management Systems and Sound 
Innovation, boasts of more than 47 
years of experience in the plastic pipe 
industry.
The plastic manufacturing giant has 
expanded its product range to include 
mine pipes that can withstand mine 
conditions.
“Zimbabwe is endowed with a lot of 
mineral resources and Pro Plastics, 
in its quest to provide plastic pipe 
solutions, has expanded its product 
range to include the mine pipe use 
for the conveyance of chilled water, 

amongst other things, in the mining 
industry,” said the company.
The pipe is manufactured to South 
African National Standard (SANS) 
1283, and supplied in standard lengths 
of 6.1m complete with steel ends.”
Pro Plastics said the pipe can withstand 
harsh conditions in the mines.
“Mine working conditions are extremely 
harsh with ambient temperatures 
approaching 50C and high humidity.
“Cooling is effected by pumping water 
at 5C, many kilometres down vertical 
shafts, along haulage ways and 
mineral bearing rack faces.
“Ventilation air is conveyed 
underground to reduce ambient 
temperatures and improve working 
conditions.”
Pro Plastics said the Minetuff PVC is 
a tried and tested pipe that suits mine 

conditions and will stand the taste of 
time.
“Pro Plastics minetuff PVC high 
impact mine pipe has been designed 
specifically for such harsh mining 
environments.
“Toughness is an essential requirement 
for this pipe to prevent brittle failures, 
particularly at the rigid steel ends 
resulting from stress concentration 
effects.
A high-speed 20m/second impact test 
is used to characterise pipe toughness 
properties. The test involves impacting 
the pipe from a height of 20m with a 
striker of a given weight depending 
on pipe size. A ductile puncture is the 
expected result of this test,” added Pro 
Plastics

Pro Plastics design PVC pipes for 
harsh mine conditions
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PROFITABLE BUSINESS,
POWERFUL TRUCKS

Designed in collaboration with the Volvo group, the next generation VEDX8 engine delivers
best-in-class 250 HP and 950 NM torque, resulting in class leading fuel efficiency.
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